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How to use this workbook

“Welcome to my dojo. | am Kurenai, your sensei, and yes, | am an oni. Don't worry, | only bite lazy
students. Work through one lesson at a time, write your answers by hand, and check them at the back.
Then do it again in a week. That's the whole secret.”

1. Read the grammar. Each point has a short explanation and examples. Read the examples aloud.

2. Learn the words. Tick the box when you know a word without looking.

3. Read the dialogue and cover the English to see how much you understand.

4. Do the practice on paper without looking back, then check your answers in the answer key.

5. Read the stories placed between the lessons. They only use what you have learned so far.

6. Review. Come back to a lesson after a few days and a week. Spaced review is what makes words stick.

Furigana (small kana above kanji) is shown in grammar, dialogues and stories. Try reading without it first. In
the practice sections there is less help, as in the real test.

This workbook follows the N3 course in the Oni Dojo app (slettvold.org/onidojo), where every sentence also
has audio, flashcards and typed answers. You can use the book on its own or together with the app.

Contents
Lesson1l Trying and refusing Lesson 16 Risks and suppositions
Lesson2 The logic of ¥ Lesson 17 Degree and limits
Lesson3  Advice and emotion with C & Lesson 18 Only after, before it's too late
Lesson4  Nostalgia and nature: H D72 Lesson 19 Reporting what you heard
Lesson5 Asitis Lesson 20 Wishes and indirect orders
Reading: The forgotten umbrella Reading: Kurenai's smartphone
Lesson 6  Every time, the moment Lesson 21 Compound verbs
Reading: The umbrella thief Lesson 22 Word-building suffixes
Lesson7  The more, the more Lesson 23 Attitude adverbs

Reading: The last summer at the school Lesson 24 Best and only options

Lesson 8 As, for, towards .
Lesson 25 Formal written style

Lesson9 By, depending on, compared to Reading: Reading the news: tourism

Reading: A day as a temple guide Lesson 26 Real spoken Japanese

Lesson 10 Even, precisely
Reading: Rubbish day

Lesson 11 Notonly...butalso

Lesson 27 Business Japanese
Reading: My first business email

Lesson 28 Should and ought
Lesson 29 Situations: £ Z 3

Lesson 30 Review: reading the news
Reading: Kurenai's thousand years

Lesson 12 Thanks to, because of
Reading: The new employee

Lesson 13 Instead of, even though

Lesson 14 Tendencies and looks
Answer key

Lesson 15 Pretending and certainty Word list

Reading: The fox's wedding
Reading: The part-time job interview

© 2026 Slettvold Security (SlettvoldSec), org. no. 935886457, Norway. Oni Dojo and Kurenai are ours. All explanations, example sentences,
dialogues, stories and exercises are original. Version 1.0, October 2026.

Your purchase gives you a personal licence: print it and use it for your own study, as often as you like. Please do not share or resell the file.
Teachers who want to use it with a class can write to tommy@slettvold.org.
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Pictures: Noto Color Emoji by Google (images under the Apache License 2.0, font under the SIL Open Font License 1.1). Japanese text is set in
Noto Sans CJK (SIL Open Font License 1.1).

JLPT (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test) is administered by the Japan Foundation and Japan Educational Exchanges and Services. This
workbook is independent and not affiliated with or endorsed by them. Which words and grammar appear in the test is not officially published;

the selection here follows common practice.
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N3 - LESSON 1

Trying and refusing £5r33 - 1

In this lesson you will

e Describe an attempt with~& 5 & 9%

e Say'"beaboutto"with~&S5 & L7 &

e Express firm will not with ~F W and ~& 5 & LA&L)

Grammar

© ~&>58TB tryto...,beaboutto..

Volitional form + £ § 3. It describes an attempt, often one that doesn t succeed: #_d-? & 2 Z L,fd) #_ﬂf 5h
BmH o7z, With £ & / £ T3 it means "just as | was about to": REMES & Llr & %uﬁb‘ﬂ%ot

Compare T#A% (N4): THS means trying something out to see what happens; & 5 £ 9% means making an
effort to do it.

A E 7 7 E X T . . .
17}_'_:6,._,\\,\53'% Sy Li=A. LEINHETIAL, I tried again and again to remember, but the name
won't come.
%é"i’ HESr L= %ﬁﬂ% 5) ll:rtll L7= Just as | was about to leave the house, it started to
rain.
7’&%“’& S5 LTH. %75‘733 L Even when I try to open the door, it won't open.

O ~&SELB refuseto..., won't..
Ll

Used about other people: they show no intention of doing something. E?tiﬁ*’a’:ﬁ:/\& S & L7&RL "My son
won't eat vegetables". For yourself, use ~2% D [F7:L).

B BA Y W

B IEES>TH. nga 5 ¥ LA No matter how many times | tell him, my brother
refuses to apologise.
M vr LWithA = - , -
BIIAOEEZB-S ¥ LU, He won't listen to other people's opinions.

e ~ F UL will not (firm resolve) / probably not

A written, slightly old-fashioned negcatlve will: dictionary form + F UL\ (group 2 verbs also & 9-stem + EL\: ﬁ
RNREWV,TBE3>9B3FL/LEVW.ZELE E"J@'é F L) "I'will never be late again".

i
It can also guess a negative: 1)§2L15E% F L) "he probably won't come" — in speech, 72 L\/23% 5 is more
common.

55 ‘:‘ﬁg v 5@%‘:‘3% <EL (\:‘;33&5 = | decided I would never go to that shop again.
. /uﬁ?géﬂ%ti : }—'— *TB3EL, | will never make a mistake like this again.
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Vocabulary
WORD READING MEANING
BULWHYT BHLET remember, recall
53 AN ring, sound
i) HYED apologise
ZEL et never again (with neg.)
EZ) 5C< being late
e3¢ L 2iE0 failure, mistake
8h £h &< effort
IR TOIC forcibly
#ngI3 WEATS endure, hold back
F£E ERAYR) honest, obedient
& A stubborn
Rl IFoLA determination
pEDOHT ADbfY start to rain

Dialogue: The stubborn pupil

A new pupil refuses to practise.

H1-5 < L ﬂ/uﬁ/\‘,h/\,bmi _
#I HOFLLWEF, 2RBILLSLARVLOD,

That new pupil won't practise at all.

37

BEE  FLTHELESDY
Shall I try talking to him?

vl

T05  hz on E ) .
1L BEV. FEH. B35 LIt C3ERMEXTHELLARITE
Please. Yesterday | caught him just as he was about to go home and talked to him, but...

&< TLL & AL

N L R
Bl HLRAOGEFERIES L LERATL L.
At first | didn't try to learn kaniji either.
HT5 w
L Z57ofcbt. Th., HBEEE TH3HHEN > TE2LPHEL,
That's right. But you said, "l won't give up anymore."
N BAEL -
BETe EERI DD SN BT

That was because you were scary.

Kurenai's culture corner

N3 is the "bridge" level: the JLPT describes it as understanding everyday Japanese "to a certain degree".
It's where textbook Japanese starts meeting real Japanese — newspaper headlines, casual speech, and
the emotional nuance of grammar like & 5 & L 7L,
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Practice

E®) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1.

LO.

2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

_Er a forcibly
fEOHY b remember, recall
TEE c ring, sound

g3 d failure, mistake
=8 e never again (with neg.)
sk o~ f opinion

I;%I:\ g stubborn
HETS h start to rain
FIEI i determination
ALY j endure, hold back
KM

E®) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank ____.

1.

. BIEEBES L

I HE W
ZECHDIEICIFTL

Wz T

Rz L& %b‘ﬁ%bgﬂbto (Just as | was about to leave, it rained.)
aRrW b3 c&d dic

YR 5H T

AEBRBVWH_ LA 728707, (Itried to remember, but couldn't.)

ad bt c#%#5 dL

Bror »HvFE
o (My brother refuses to apologise.)

aWLal b LAV c&BZ5aL d TERWL

o (Iwill never go to that shop again.)
ad b7arw c&> dFuL

LoiEun <

-
.C At;%ﬂ&taﬁ:é &____FW, (Iwill never make such a mistake again.)

al bT c9%5 dt

Wit A i

hih [}
ARIFADERZECS L%\ (Hewon'tlisten to others.)

az bt cic dn

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook
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€%®) Translate into Japanese

Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1. Just as | was about to leave, the phone rang.

2. My son won't eat vegetables.

3. I tried to remember his name.

4.1 will never be late again.

€®) Understand the dialogue

Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.
HIco S TATANALYS

1. HOFLLBT. SABELESrL
LD,
2. ELTHELESH.

fant h

3. BREL. FEE. B35 LEr o
[E&AN
+ R THELIATF L

&< Ll & A BIF

4, BLEURETAEILSE LEHAT
L7

5. 5 2=hh. TH. Hafkix TH5
HEHS (A
FEHEL] o TE27L» AL,
HAEL

6. EENRT O >=H BT,

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook

a Atfirstldidn't try to learn kaniji either.
b Shall I try talking to him?

¢ That's right. But you said, "l won't give up

anymore."
d That new pupil won't practise at all.

e Please. Yesterday | caught him just as he was

about to go home and talked to him, but...

f That was because you were scary.
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N3 - LESSON 2

The logic of DT bHirre - birTiERL - DIFICIEVLH AL

In this lesson you will

e Draw conclusions with ~tH (772

e Soften statements with ~h 7 Tld7a L)

e Say "can't possibly" with ~#(3h%72 LY and ~HF IZIELVHV7E L

Grammar

© ~DITTE sothat's why/no wonder / that means ..

rolys means reason logic". ~11F7< states a natural conclusion from facts: -I- EJE)7>( Y th_fi/uf WIcAT
Ih. HEE b‘.t?ﬁbﬁf 13 "No wonder your English is good". Nouns take 7/®: ?—E&bt‘ft

SALNMA

_H#Faﬂ%f\b\fe@b‘ rhTCbHTi‘o You walked for three hours? No wonder you're tired.
L\E‘“giﬁ#jﬁ %& £LT W3, jé?‘:@%bﬁffo She studies five hours a day. Naturally she's
improving.
» L 1 b2 A
S% b, BBHIEKAEY WS DIFTT R, So, that means tomorrow is a day off.

© ~HIFTIIG\Y it'snotthat ..., not necessarily
A partial denial — it avoids sounding absolute ﬁb‘&bﬁ’(ti?& LY "It's not that | dislike it". With é“ﬁ/b\’)%/

HE5 ICIEA

#9" it means "not all / not always": EIZU\?‘J‘%/»&%T?J‘&FY?&#)H’UJ?& L.

I;Jﬂb“ﬁﬁb\@bﬁ"ﬂi@b\h\ HED ﬁi/\“ﬁb\o It's not that | dislike meat, but | don't eat much.
%\L\:E) DHRNDELNLDIFTIEZR UL, Expensive things aren't always good.

O ~DIFHBWV, ~DIFICIZWVWD N there's noway ... /I can't (because of duty)
DIFHAEW (= 1EFH7% L)) denies something strongly: BOADS 2% < bIFAE "There's no way he'd lie".

DTl tib\h\?& L\ means you can t do something because of social or moral reasons, even if you phy5|cally
could: EHEI Latait%%ﬁ_ SN ﬁUkﬁ( HIFIZIEVDZE L. 7L form + DIFIZIFVDER LY = "have to™: 177’3‘7& WY o)
[FICIE LA L "l can't not go".

MATcA HALW

CARBEABEEADH S HELDITAL L, There's no way you don't understand such an easy
question.
9{%@3 Z2H 3 3D T T?k{;#’)tﬂdélb\b‘ﬁb\ There's an important meeting, so | can't take the day
off.
TAEL 2D . ,
FECBENLS, BB DIICIEND A, 1 Sensei asks, | can't refuse.

FoCA

REBORERED 5. FHBUDHICRUARL,  'smyiiendswedding,solhave to go.

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook 8
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Vocabulary
WORD READING MEANING
bHir reason, meaning
2FD in other words
A3 57 certainly, always
B3 et ¥ refuse, decline
S€&2< tell a lie
= 7wt important
R EO>FA natural, of course
] I723A conclusion
L) i DML understanding
=1 =x HEICA responsibility
3L FD social obligation
(511 AT A simple
%> 55 dislike
wobH always

Dialogue: Obligation chocolate

It's February 14th at the office.

TAEL ICCwoC

O AN — D?;l
BT g4 Y5 LTFaTE_HELESATIT D,
Sensei, why did you buy twenty chocolates?

hHTE

T 0 LAL» pf.:
A FEF 30k, BHEOBEL5ISESAVDIFICIELDELD,
Obligation chocolate. | can't not give some to the shrine gods.
Bt . 1:“/\;_:_,:3: v oe . . )
sl LxH. 2BHEFSBAICHITEDITL»BVATIR,

Soit's not that you're giving them all to people you like.

AW [}

#I H5 3o AEIE—D1 0

Of course. Only one is the real one.

ot £n
BB zo, #TITH.
What, who?

w
I E5bIFBHBVTL & S,
As if I'd tell you.

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook
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Kurenai's culture corner

On Valentlne s Day in Japan, women traditionally give chocolate: 2!: 9’- 33 ("true feelmg ) to a loved
one, %ﬁ?— 3 1 ("obligation chocolate") to male colleagues, and 753’- 3 1 to friends. %EEE — social
obligation — runs deep in Japanese relationships, and many offices have now banned obligation
chocolate.

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook
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Practice

€EX) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1. SFZ DL a natural, of course
2 bHlF b simple
3 BEE ¢ important
4 sop d refuse, decline
e ask, request
5. B !
f in other words
6 RE
-~ g always
7 2
h social obligation
8 2% i tellalie
9 LWo% j reason, meaning
L0. 3

€E%) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank ____.

TAL D A

1.EH%FE‘33E)?£L\7‘:0)13‘0 %h?‘:it“o (No wonder you're tired.)
ad&kd blFg clr dbhir

1<

2. I’ﬂb“ﬁﬁb\?&:_’ﬂi?&‘b\o (It's not that | dislike meat.)
anlF biFd cd dHo

3. 37)0)%75“‘5 F%ZD2<____H7RUL, (There's noway he'd lie.)
afc®d bbHbd chHhiF d&>5

Zuwi g Y

4 KEBRRBNHDZDT. KT IZIFVVHRL, (I can't take the day off.)
ably bl cf® dIidd

feh
5. 8V\WHDHAVDHL_ TIE%A L, (Expensiveisn't always good.)
a€t> b&> chly didd

&» L1 Y

6. 2% 0D, BAHIFAKRALE WS TT1, (Sotomorrow isa day off.)
ablF bo26D cidd d o

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook "
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€X) Translate into Japanese

Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1. No wonder you're tired.

2. It's not that | dislike it.

3.1 can't take the day off.

4. There's no way he would lie.

€X) Understand the dialogue

Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.
TAEL

1. KE rSLTFIas—HELEo%
ATED

T b CAL» hHITFE {OT:

2. HIBEFgIL, BHOMKIBICESR

WHBIFIZ WA VD,

‘t!’/u_‘:S‘\' g (o3 N

3. LxdH. EEFZTHRAICHITEIDITL»

AVATE R,

IFADHLY (03

. 553 Ao KBIE—DTT,
5 Zo. ETTH,
6. S5 hIFARRNTL &£ S0

Oni Dojo - JLPT N3 Workbook

a Obligation chocolate. | can't not give some to the
shrine gods.

b What, who?

¢ Soit's not that you're giving them all to people you
like.

d Of course. Only one is the real one.
e Asifl'd tell you.

f Sensei, why did you buy twenty chocolates?
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That was lessons 1 and 2 of 30
lessons.

“Not bad, pupil. The full JLPT N3 workbook has every lesson, every
reading, the complete answer key and the word list. Come and get it, I'll be
waiting.” — Kurenai
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