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How to use this workbook

“Welcome to my dojo. | am Kurenai, your sensei, and yes, | am an oni. Don't worry, | only bite lazy
students. Work through one lesson at a time, write your answers by hand, and check them at the back.
Then do it again in a week. That's the whole secret.”

1. Read the grammar. Each point has a short explanation and examples. Read the examples aloud.

2. Learn the words. Tick the box when you know a word without looking.

3. Read the dialogue and cover the English to see how much you understand.

4. Do the practice on paper without looking back, then check your answers in the answer key.

5. Read the stories placed between the lessons. They only use what you have learned so far.

6. Review. Come back to a lesson after a few days and a week. Spaced review is what makes words stick.

Furigana (small kana above kanji) is shown in grammar, dialogues and stories. Try reading without it first. In
the practice sections there is less help, as in the real test.

This workbook follows the N4 course in the Oni Dojo app (slettvold.org/onidojo), where every sentence also
has audio, flashcards and typed answers. You can use the book on its own or together with the app.

Contents

Lesson1 Can do: the potential form Lesson 17 Probably, should, might

Lesson2 Intentionsand plans Lesson 18 The passive

Lesson3  Deciding and becoming Reading: Momotaro, from the oni's side
Reading: The bullet train lunch Lesson 19 Make and let: the causative

Lesson4  Try, finish, prepare Lesson 20 Made to do: causative-passive
Reading: The festival night Lesson 21 Respect language: honorifics

Lesson 5 Transitive and intransitive Reading: The ryokan night

Lesson6 Going and coming Lesson 22 Humble language

Lesson7 Ifand when: 725 Lesson 23 Orders, rules and feelings

Lesson8 If|Fand & Reading: Earthquake drill

Lesson9 Asfor, evenif, although Lesson 24 Saying, asking, how to

Lesson 10 Doing favours Lesson 25 Only, sometimes, just about to
Reading: My part-time job Reading: A letter to myself in one year

Lesson 11 Wanting others to act Lesson 26 Bridge: can do, each, in case

Lesson 12 Giving reasons Lesson 27 Bridge: just did, almost, as if
Reading: Moving to Tokyo Lesson 28 Bridge: according to, | was told

Lesson 13 While, during, by Lesson 29 Bridge: some this, some that; make do

Lesson 14 Purpose and "without" Lesson 30 Bridge: I& and #'in a story

Lesson 15 Looks like, | hear . Answer key

Lesson 16 Seems like . Word list

Reading: The exam day
Reading: The cat that came back

© 2026 Slettvold Security (SlettvoldSec), org. no. 935886457, Norway. Oni Dojo and Kurenai are ours. All explanations, example sentences,
dialogues, stories and exercises are original. Version 1.0, October 2026.

Your purchase gives you a personal licence: print it and use it for your own study, as often as you like. Please do not share or resell the file.
Teachers who want to use it with a class can write to tommy@slettvold.org.

Pictures: Noto Color Emoji by Google (images under the Apache License 2.0, font under the SIL Open Font License 1.1). Japanese text is setin
Noto Sans CJK (SIL Open Font License 1.1).

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook



FREE SAMPLE - NOT FOR RESALE - FULL WORKBOOK: SLETTVOLD.ORG/ONIDOJO/WORKBOOKS.HTML

JLPT (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test) is administered by the Japan Foundation and Japan Educational Exchanges and Services. This
workbook is independent and not affiliated with or endorsed by them. Which words and grammar appear in the test is not officially published;
the selection here follows common practice.
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N4 - LESSON 1

Can do: the potential form
B Caas®v

In this lesson you will
¢ Make the potential form of any verb

e Say what you can and can'tdo
e Use $' with potential verbs

Grammar

@ Potential form cando..

Group 2 (% verbs) drop %,add 513 — ﬁ/\é - ﬁ/\bh% E% - Ebh% In casual speech many
people drop 5: E?’Lé ﬁ/\hé (common, but avoid it in writing).

Groupﬁ\l (5—v§rbs): change the last sound to the X-row and add % — %( - %H%, gé?’ - “?Eﬁ%, Fo ’”E
35,85 >EZXS.
< =
Irregular: 2% > T&3,k% > RoN3 (TH5N3B).
The result is itself a group 2 verb: gi.:‘t* 7, %ﬁ?&‘b\, %ﬁf:.

é;*if'tt)\a: l,%%&) 9, | can read a little kaniji.

=F /LECE %%73‘\‘7)\” S5NEITH, Can you make a phone call in Japanese?
E’FEj F3&£LK< :|§b;hj<;b >t | couldn't sleep well last night.

Eﬁ El j;;]%bhij'y’)\ Can you come tomorrow?

@ ~h'+potential the object takes 1

With potential verbs the thing you can do is usually marked by #' instead of %: élxgéb“%ﬂ'i?. Using %Z is
also heard, especially with long sentences, but /' is the textbook choice.

TL& e ' .
bI-LIZRIEABEBRENEE Ao | can't eat sashimi.
- 73“5%?&7)\‘\%,;{ 9, You can see Mt Fuji from here.

1xL .
E7 /T3 LSIchED-\TT, I want to become able to play the piano.

% &
e RZ% BT X% canbeseen/can be heard

Ex% and Fhﬁg_ Z % mean things are visible or audlble on their own — no effort. Ebhé and F’H‘ib‘% mean
you are able to (because you have the chance): E%ﬁb‘ﬁbh% 'I can watch the film (it's showing)".

5}373\ 5;’57){%2 9, You can see the sea from the window.
b R & .
ENDEHIE X3, | can hear birds.

AR 3 . .. .
COMETIESSAABITE T, You can listen to the radio in this room.
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Vocabulary
WORD READING MEANING
TE? can do; be done

& < < play (an instrument)

o k< B&L< swim

& Ei 5ATA driving
RZ% HZB be visible
BECZX3 FIXB be audible

o JI5 cLA sashimi

¢ = 4 voice

¥ 5 eb bird

e EEENTS ThbEHNTS make a phone call
®h3 on3 can ride

Dialogue: What can you do?

Kurenai interviews you for a job at the dojo.

IZ1E A C I

AL AFETEANTES ?

What can you do in Japanese?

o - . \\=J: NAL 9C =c£:
BB YohBENRNTHEDHET, BFRDLEDET.
| can read hiragana and katakana. | can read a little kaniji.
% KB ACZ Thb -
AL BAECEZEIINTSNS ?
Can you make phone calls in Japanese?
N \ = e .
BB FRMFENERA. TH, Do DEEIE DHDET,
Not yet. But if people speak slowly, | understand.
5 &
1L 1z LIZZEHRA S &Ko
I can fly.
BEE 25, ALTT,
What, really?

(&) 7
A 5%, TH. kit 3,
Kidding. But I can breathe fire.

Kurenai's culture corner

Many Japanese learners set the JLPT as “’)ﬁj; gg_al, but employers in Japan often care more about what
T cWE S

you can actually do: answer the phone (ZBFERE), write a polite email, read a contract. The Japan

Foundation's own JF Standard describes each level with "can-do" statements, just like the goals of this

lesson.
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Practice

E®) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1. Bz3% a can do; be done

2 5 b sashimi e

3 1EER ¢ play (aninstrument) &
4 58 < d future

5. B e bevisible

6 EN3 f driving &&

; BEE D g interpreter @

3 %3 h bird %

9 |5 i canride

_ i make a phone call
L0. T ! P .

E®) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank ___.

NrA L e
1EFHADLFE. F9, (Icanread a little kanji.)

ad bFxz coH»p dT

TL& Tc

2.REHBAR_ FtHA. (Ican'teatsashimi.)
antn bx cHNnN dct

Z bt c& d7

4, E)HLETI ti%_i?‘b‘o (Can you come tomorrow?)
alr bn cdE don

it

r S&H
5. BhoEH 9, (Youcan see the seafrom the window.)

alRonh bRE cRx dR

o3

6. ET/_%%H&TO (I can play the piano.)
aT b#h cic dA

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook
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€%®) Translate into Japanese

Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1.1 canread a little kanji.

2. Canyou swim?

3.l couldn't sleep last night.

4. You can see Mt Fuji from here.

€®) Understand the dialogue

Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.

IC1E A C ey

1. OFEcAATES?

2. UBRREAZHFAEDHET, BT
Exs &
DLEDET,

CIEAC Thab

3, RECBE I BND ?

4. E1EMFBNELAe Th. o< DEE
gl AN ET,

5. b LIEEARAS &.

IFALES

6. ZAD. AYTITH,
7. 5z, TH. ke,

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook

a lcanfly.

b Not yet. But if people speak slowly, | understand.

¢ I canread hiragana and katakana. | can read a little
kaniji.

d Kidding. But | can breathe fire.

e What canyou do in Japanese?

f Canyou make phone calls in Japanese?

g What, really?
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N4 - LESSON 2
W siFwn

Intentions and plans =@# - 5%
n . %T% T 7 0¥ &

In this lesson you will

e Make the volitional form (let's ...)

¢ Say what you intend to do W|th ~&> 2:,@'3 and 26D
e Talk about schedules with %E

Grammar

@ Volitional form /et’s... (casual)

The casualver5|on of 3 LJ: 5.Group2: %> &5 (ﬁ/\J: '3) Group 1: last sound = &-row + 5 (ﬁ< —>ﬁg_
EM, —>ﬁ9(j6') Jfﬁé —>'Jﬁa-59) Irregular: 93 — L& 5, k3 > R& 5 (T&3).

Vwols '}-F;Z) 5. Let's go home together.
55 :T%ck S Let's go to bed now.
B &5 (‘_’_?%%)575\0 Shall we take a little break?

56
O ~&ES5EBO>TWET I'mthinkingof..., lintend to ..

Volitional + c‘:,u\o states an intention you've just decided; c‘:,.,\o’C\,\é suggests you've been planning it for
awhile.

50hA  ICIEA '< b6 , . .
KA. EZF’\ FLESEE-TVLET, I'm planning to study in Japan next year.
g%@j] l/—%?’lé/?) 5 K%'Bo [ think I'll make curry tonight.
{i%%)p&)‘; 5 (‘in_,\’)TC ZEhBhFET, I have thought about quitting my job.

FTW

© ~2HbODTY ~FETTY intendto.../bescheduledto ..
STV

Dictionary form + D% D is a firm personal intention. Negative: 1‘173‘@ L\’.D:E) D T9 "Idon'tintend to go". ¥

LTV

is a schedule or plan that's been fixed, often with other people: nuiti H%O)?'E’C?'

BHRBICIBEAT 26D T, lintend to go to Hokkaido in the summer holidays.
;\,El E¥p E’Eﬁﬂiﬁ wWoHh T, I don'tintend to drink today.
%ﬁ%g%mqfﬁ%":é < %,T%—C\ 7, The bullet train is scheduled to arrive at ten.
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Vocabulary

WORD READING MEANING

o g D S>H< study abroad

FE LTV plan, schedule
26D intention
FHE FLn< plan
RDB D3 decide
O3 quit, stop
&< 2< arrive

0 £i huE meeting

W 5oy UoCl% move house
e 5&ZA savings

0 fEtE IT>ZA marriage
e EoNWNES Hokkaido
SR CAEA tonight

Dialogue: New year's plans

On New Year's Day you share resolutions.

#L

HET:

fI

HET:

fI

BT

I

cclL HLV&S

SEOBRFIX?
What's your goal this year?

> b
NAZZIFTL S LB OTVE T,
I'm planning to take the N4.

FWICH NAE &S

W\, BHEDLS 5V BT 3DHD ?

Nice. How much do you intend to study each day?

Ws LA »

—HH<5L0ODTY, HCFERATCFETT,

About an hour. And I'm scheduled to go to Japan in the autumn.

L
Cx®H. BDELBITISH%
Then maybe I'll go too.

TAEL

FE NZAR—=FEHD ETH,

Sensei, do you have a passport?

BIC 1< L\
------ RIFRATIT Do
...0Oni fly there.

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook
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Kurenai's culture corner
£5hD

At New Year (EF).I-.E B) many people write a : 3*75]&5 the flrst calligraphy of the year — often a word
expressing their goal for the year, such as 5%7] (effort) or .:.1% (passing). They also buy a daruma doll,
paint in one eye when making a wish, and the other when it comes true.

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook



FREE SAMPLE - NOT FOR RESALE - FULL WORKBOOK: SLETTVOLD.ORG/ONIDOJO/WORKBOOKS.HTML

Practice

€EX) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1.

LO.

2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

RDB a dream £

FE b tonight

&< ¢ quit, stop

= d meeting 99
»H3 e arrive

oz f decide

Bpes g study abroad @
N h plan

s i plan,schedule 57
s j Hokkaido

€E%) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank ____

1.

Wo L & =

—#&ICUR__ o (Let's go home together.)
ad&> b33 ¢33 dbk>

.BD i%_o (Let's go to bed.)

as>d> b3d35 c¢cZ5 d&>o
IZIEFA b ShH<

&b
BARANB ZFL CEB2TWVWETY, (I'mplanning to study in Japan.)
adk> bT cic d35

BONY EohWnES Ly

BRAICIBEANITS T, (lintend to go to Hokkaido.)

aihs b c2BD dFL&LS

ADAEA >

. %ﬁﬁ?‘f&?taﬁ-l-ﬁh% ____ T, (Thetrainisscheduled to arrive at ten.)

aTE b7w c2H6D dAHHS

=¥ D

él IEHEBEZHE DHDHTI, (Idon'tintend to drink today.)
BVWT b3 cBL dil<

Q \]I)rd&

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook
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€X) Translate into Japanese

Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1. Let's rest a little.

2. I'm planning to study in Japan next year.

3. lintend to go to Hokkaido.

4. The meeting is scheduled for three.

€X) Understand the dialogue
Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.

el H{V4£5

1. AEQHEE?
). NAEZIF &S rBoTNET,
3, Wi BHEDC 5L BT 30D
D2
Wws L mA HET IZIF A
4, —HBE<CBEVDODHDTY, FICIZEAER
«?%( %‘%‘C‘a}
5. Crd. hizLHIFESHe

2AEL

6. EE NZE—REBD ETH
7. e R A TIT< Do

Oni Dojo - JLPT N4 Workbook

a I'm planning to take the N4.

b ...Onifly there.

¢ What's your goal this year?

d Sensei, do you have a passport?

e Then maybe I'll go too.

f Nice. How much do you intend to study each day?

g About an hour. And I'm scheduled to go to Japan

in the autumn.
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That was lessons 1 and 2 of 30
lessons.

“Not bad, pupil. The full JLPT N4 workbook has every lesson, every
reading, the complete answer key and the word list. Come and get it, I'll be
waiting.” — Kurenai
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