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How to use this workbook

“Welcome to my dojo. | am Kurenai, your sensei, and yes, | am an oni. Don't worry, | only bite lazy
students. Work through one lesson at a time, write your answers by hand, and check them at the back.
Then do it again in a week. That's the whole secret.”

1. Read the grammar. Each point has a short explanation and examples. Read the examples aloud.

2. Learn the words. Tick the box when you know a word without looking.

3. Read the dialogue and cover the English to see how much you understand.

4. Do the practice on paper without looking back, then check your answers in the answer key.

5. Read the stories placed between the lessons. They only use what you have learned so far.

6. Review. Come back to a lesson after a few days and a week. Spaced review is what makes words stick.

Furigana (small kana above kanji) is shown in grammar, dialogues and stories. Try reading without it first. In
the practice sections there is less help, as in the real test.

This workbook follows the N5 course in the Oni Dojo app (slettvold.org/onidojo), where every sentence also
has audio, flashcards and typed answers. You can use the book on its own or together with the app.

Contents
Lesson1l  Greetings and first words Lesson 15 Rightnow: ~TW&X$
Lesson2 Introducing yourself Reading: Lost umbrella

Lesson3  Asking questions Lesson 16 Permission and rules

Reading: Kurenai's dojo Lesson 17 Sequences of actions
Lesson4 This, that, here and there Lesson 18 Plain form and casual speech
Lesson5 Numbers, prices and age Lesson 19 Please don't, and must

Reading: At the convenience store Reading: The rules of the dojo
Lesson 6 Time and days Lesson 20 Plain past and experiences
Lesson7  Daily actions: verbs Reading: Have you ever seen an oni?

Reading: My week Lesson 21 Comparisons

Lesson8 Yesterday: the past tense Reading: Which season?

Lesson9  Describing things: L\-adjectives Lesson 22 Opinions and quotes

Lesson 10 Likes and skills: Z:-adjectives Lesson 23 Giving and receiving
Reading: Oni and beans Lesson 24 When, before and after
Lesson 11 Thereis, there are Lesson 25 Review: a day in the dojo
Lesson 12 Invitations Reading: A letter to Sensei
Lesson 13 Wants and wishes ’ Answer key
Reading: A trip to Kyoto . Word list

Lesson 14 The T-form and requests

© 2026 Slettvold Security (SlettvoldSec), org. no. 935886457, Norway. Oni Dojo and Kurenai are ours. All explanations, example sentences,
dialogues, stories and exercises are original. Version 1.0, October 2026.

Your purchase gives you a personal licence: print it and use it for your own study, as often as you like. Please do not share or resell the file.
Teachers who want to use it with a class can write to tommy@slettvold.org.

Pictures: Noto Color Emoji by Google (images under the Apache License 2.0, font under the SIL Open Font License 1.1). Japanese text is set in
Noto Sans CJK (SIL Open Font License 1.1).

JLPT (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test) is administered by the Japan Foundation and Japan Educational Exchanges and Services. This
workbook is independent and not affiliated with or endorsed by them. Which words and grammar appear in the test is not officially published;
the selection here follows common practice.
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N5 - LESSON 1
HWED

Greetings and first words #%i&

In this lesson you will

e Greet people at any time of day

e Say thank you, sorry and excuse me

e Use the set phrases Japanese people say every day

Grammar

O BIFESTTVET CAILBIF TAIAIE Good moming/Hello / Good evening

Japanese greetings change with the time of day. &3 & 5 T W& ¥ is used until about 10-11a.m., CAICH
I& during the day, and C AlF Al after dark.

With friends and family, the short &3 & 5 is enough. The IF at the end of CAICEIE and ZAIEA I isread
"wa" —itis an old particle, not "ha".

BRESTTVFET Good morning.
CAICB I, Hello. / Good afternoon.
C AR AL Good evening.
HlFLD! Morning! (casual)

© »Hb BESTIVWET THAFEHA Thankyou/Excuse me, sorry

HOMES TETVWET isthe polite "thank you"; D H L 5 is casual. T4 £ A is one of the most useful
words in Japanese: it means "excuse me" (to get attention), "sorry", and even "thank you for the trouble".

To reply to thanks, say LWL R ("notatall") or &5 W= L £ LT ("you're welcome").

HOMESTITVET, Thank you very much.
THAEHA. P LIZEZTTH, Excuse me, where is the toilet?
LWL, 50 =LELT Not at all, you're welcome.

© WEEET TBESETETLU Beforeand aftereating

Before eating, Japanese people put their hands together and say W7c72& £ 9 ("I humbly receive"). After the
meal they say Z5% 5 & £T L7 ("thank you for the meal").

When leaving home you say L\ > TE £ 7; the family answers LW>T5 > L% L). Cominghome: 7c72WE — &
MRDZEEIL.

Wt Exd, Let's eat. (said before eating)
SB5Z53ETLT Thank you for the meal.
WoTEFET, I'm off. (leaving home)

IEAE m home.
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Vocabulary
WORD READING MEANING
BIIESTTVET good morning (polite)
cAhlcbid hello, good afternoon
CAIRAI good evening
SES5E5 goodbye
BERTHLETL good night
HoHhes thank you
THEEA excuse me; sorry
CHABIWV I'm sorry
=4N yes
(R1AV-4 no; not at all
BEWVWLET BhrVLET please (when asking for something)
C»H. F1: seeyou
WIElZEET let's eat
CBESEEXTLE thank you for the meal

Dialogue: Morning at the dojo

You arrive at the dojo early in the morning. Kurenai is already there.

(5
1L . BlE&LS. B
Oh, morning. You're early.
o _ . N HTAEW
BB BIEESTTVETY. KL
Good morning, sensei.
L S$AH&3L< B,
Let's have a good session today too.
o~ eVl
BB g0, KBLKBEVLDLET,
Yes, | look forward to it.
B
4L B 5%
Here, have some tea.
BB BONESTTVET, WEREET,

Thank you very much. I'll have it.

Kurenai's culture corner

Japanese people bow when they greet each other. A small nod of the head is fine between friends;
deeper bows show more respect. You never need to bow perfectly as a learner — a friendly nod and a
clear greeting are always welcome.
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Practice

E®) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1.

LO.

2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

BRTAHEIL a good morning (polite)
EIn b excuse me;sorry
CEZSIETLE ¢ hello, good afternoon
= s B I d let's eat
X ESHS e good night
(G
L. Eh f goodbye
LN <

g thank you for the meal
LWLz

h yes
BIRIRESTTVET .

i seeyou
THIEA j no; notatall
WIEIEEERT

E®) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank ____.

1.

H TAEL

B, EZEICT ) K%L\ii (In the morning you say "___" to your teacher.)
a WkiEEET b CAIRAIF ¢ BIFESTTVET d EXRTAHBIV

£3 Y=t »H

R REIZEVWEL. T 1 (Youmeeta friend at night."___")

a Lo TEERYT b lEVFE c CAIEAIFR d BIFEDS

IZA Tc FR )
LCEREBARZEIC T 1 ¥ EVWE Y, (Beforeeatingyousay"___")

adAhFEEA b VWIRLEFET cTHESTFETLE d TL545

Wx T

f<3 L
REHBE. T tEVWEY, (Whenleavinghomeyousay"___")

a CAICBIF b EVE ¢ &EMADBEIVL d WoTEFRT

IO STEVET] TLWW R, 1 ("Thankyou.""Notatall, ___.")
a CHABREIV b WEEEFET cES5VWLELELT d BRTAHALTL
el EY S W

JEBBEIC T ) ¥EVWE Y, (Beforegoingtobedyousay" ")

a CAICBIF b BEPTAHBRTV ¢ BIFLSTEVET d LWoTHoL»WV
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€®) Translate into Japanese
Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1. Good morning. (polite)

2. Thank you very much.

3. Excuse me.

4. Thank you for the meal.

€®) Understand the dialogue

Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.
[

1. H. BlEL>5, B, a Yes, | look forward to it.
) BlELSoSWES %‘% b Good morning, sensei.
=55 ¢ Here, have some tea.
3. SHHELB L <1
2t d Oh, morning. You're early.
4, IEWV. KBLLEBEVLWLET, : .
.. e Let's have a good session today too.
5. HR E3% f Thank you very much. I'll have it.
6. HOHESTEVET, LW EFT,

Oni Dojo - JLPT N5 Workbook
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N5 - LESSON 2

Introducing yourself g2z 2ee =

In this lesson you will

e Saywho you are with ~{g~TT

e Saywhatyouarenotwith~UC»%H D £t A

e Talk about where you are from and what you do

Grammar

(1) AlEBTY AisB

This is the most important pattern in Japanese. (& marks the topic ("as for A") and T3 ends a polite
sentence like "is/am/are".

The particle L%(ig written with the kana |& but read "wa". Japanese often leaves out the topic when it is
R W
obvious: just 24 TY, means"I'mastudent.”

Hi-LIEF=—TT, I'm Tommy.
H<EL
Hi=LIEEETT, | am a student.
ﬁqg = A,L;:;“%E'C 9, Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a teacher.
CA , )
JILTT— AT, I'm Norwegian.

O AIIBL»HBD EFHEA AisnotB

To make T negative,use L & D £ A (spoken) or TlEd D £ A (more formal). In casual speech you
will hear L% 7 WT9 too.

HAEL
hi=LIEEREC» B D EE Ao lam nota teacher.
Ij.lElfﬂ X/l EFZ/E/)\ Lo EH A Mr./Ms. Yamada is not Japanese.
CHIERYTIEB D T A This is not a pen. (formal)

vE &
e ~ SA~AN~DSRE LT mrvs. ... /nationality /| came from ..

Add & A after other people's names (famlly name or first name) — never after your own. Add }\ (CA)toa
country to make a nationality: EZIK)\ kA

7’3‘5§E$ L 7= means "came from": /)L’?I—b‘Bﬁéi L7z "I'mfrom Norway."

JILD I—7J“5§E$ L7 | come from Norway.
CA . .
TUTIAIFARALCANTY, Maria is Spanish.

Rt . .
IFLHELT, ¥52LB3LBEVLET, Nice to meet you. | look forward to knowing you.
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Vocabulary
WORD READING MEANING
Hr=L [, me
HiT- you (use sparingly)
25 <V student
B x4 HAEL teacher
0 a8 HLLe WA office worker
E& LWL doctor
=F: N IZIFA Japan
B&EXA ICIEFACA Japanese person
O % BEZ name
@ E3 < country
o RE EHEE friend
BFLHELT nice to meet you
F3L< please treat me well
~ZA Th Mr./Ms. (after names)

Dialogue: At a language café

You meet a Japanese woman, Sato-san, at a language exchange café.

Lo ELT, KETT.

Nice to meet you. I'm Sato.

BET FUHFELT, FS—TF, JILIT—HNEEE LT

Nice to meet you. I'm Tommy. I'm from Norway.

5 z25TEh, FI—SAESETE,

| see. Are you a student, Tommy?

Bt S AR A==
A WWR. ZEC»HD FHA. SHETT,

No, I'm not a student. I'm an office worker.

5 o LIdEEQ AL T,

I'm an English teacher.

Fot- _ o fan
BBIE z253TITH. £5FLBLBBLVLETD,

Oh, really. Nice to meet you.

% —s5-%. &BL<CBEVLET.

Likewise, nice to meet you.
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Kurenai's culture corner
TrS5EAHR

In Japan people usually introduce themselves with their family name first: {£#{EF is Hanako Sato.
Using someone's family name + & A is the safe, polite default until they invite you to use their first name.
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Practice

€EX) Match the word to its meaning

Match each Japanese word with its English meaning.

1. E=an ]
2 YA f

3 SRS

4 IFLHFLT

5. =&

6 BHARA

7 izl

8 ~TA

9 F&E

L0. £3L<

€E%) Choose the right word
Choose the word that fills the blank .

1L.bcL___ +b=X—T7%, (lamTommy.)
aT bix cic d=%

e H TAEL

2.HPTAIFKEE o (Tanaka-sanis a teacher.)

an b&Fd cic dTY

3. bk LLJIL\E%_O (l'am not a doctor.)

a nice to meet you

b Mr./Ms. (after names)
¢ doctor &

d Japanese person

e Japan

f office worker ®

g I,me

h teacher &1

i you (use sparingly)

j please treat me well

al»dbhErtEtA b HODFEFA cLVFEA dTT

4. )0 x—_  FFLT (I came from Norway.)
a%zZ bXxT chb5 diF

5.Y0V7____IFARA ‘/%’C“?‘o (Maria is Spanish.)
adA bLA cTY dnrs

6. R1Y____T9, (I'mGerman.)
a b5 cA ddA
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€X) Translate into Japanese

Write each sentence in Japanese (kana is fine), then check against the model answer.

1.1 am a student.

2.l am not Japanese.

3.1 came from Norway.

4. Nice to meet you.

€X) Understand the dialogue

Match each line from the dialogue to its meaning.

T

1. IBLHELT, EETY,
2. IFLHFELT b=X—TY, /LU xT—

HERE LTz,
ARG e A
3, Z5TThe FSI—FAIPETTH,
MN<EL ML WA
4, WWX, ZELC»HDFEFHA,. SHET
ER

5. brLIERBOKETT,

6. Z5TEh. £352&3L<HALLE
%

7. CB5C%. £B3L<HEVLET,

Oni Dojo - JLPT N5 Workbook

a Nice to meet you. I'm Tommy. I'm from Norway.

b Likewise, nice to meet you.

¢ Nice to meet you. I'm Sato.

d Oh, really. Nice to meet you.

e I'man English teacher.

f 1 see. Are you a student, Tommy?

g No, I'm not a student. I'm an office worker.
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That was lessons 1 and 2 of 25
lessons.

“Not bad, pupil. The full JLPT N5 workbook has every lesson, every
reading, the complete answer key and the word list. Come and get it, I'll be
waiting.” — Kurenai

slettvold.org/onidojo/workbooks.html
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